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21st July 2025
Dear Parents and Carers
Re: Attendance Expectations for the New Academic Year – September 2025 
As we prepare for the start of the new academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to remind all families of the importance of regular school attendance. The first day of term will be Friday, 5th September 2025, and we expect all pupils to be in school on this day, ready to begin the year positively.

At St Joseph’s School, we place a high value on attendance and punctuality and work closely to national guidance.  Please see link below:
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2022/12/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance.pdf
Our expectation is that every pupil achieves a minimum attendance rate of 96% over the course of the academic year. Research consistently shows that good attendance is directly linked to academic achievement, personal development, and future success.
Please note that all holidays during term time will be unauthorised. Requests for leave will only be considered in exceptional circumstances, and supporting evidence will be required. Unauthorised absences may result in further action, including referral to the local authority.
We hold regular attendance review meetings throughout the year to monitor and support pupil attendance. If your child’s attendance falls below the expected level, you will be invited to attend a meeting with a member of the senior leadership team to discuss any concerns and agree on a plan to improve attendance.
We appreciate your continued support in ensuring your child attends school regularly and on time. If you have any concerns or require support regarding attendance, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.
We look forward to welcoming all pupils back on Friday, 5th September, for what promises to be an exciting and successful year ahead. 

Kind Regards
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Mrs L Hardy
Executive Headteacher
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