Music development plan summary:
St Joseph’s Infant School September 2025

Overview

	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	Sept 2025 - 2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	See above

	Name of local music hub
	West Sussex Music Services for Schools

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place)
	



This is a summary of how St Joseph’s Infant School delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.


Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.At St Joseph’s, children in year 1 and year 2 have weekly music lessons following the Kapow scheme of work for music lessons. For the Early Years Foundation Stage, it outlines the Development Matters statements or Early Learning Goals covered by each unit. The Kapow music curriculum covers the five primary strands: listening and evalu- ating, creating sound, notation, improvising and composing and performing. The pro- gression of knowledge and skills ensures there is a range of musical styles covered and that the Inter-related dimensions of music (pulse, pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure, appropriate musical notation) are given similar attention in terms of coverage. It is informed by the model music curriculum.
Children from EYFS to year 2 have opportunities to sing and play instruments in their provision (EYFS) and through music lessons in key stage 1. Weekly singing assemblies (led by deputy head) give children the opportunity to sing accompanied by live music, to sing in parts and to sing as part of a large group.
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Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
As an infant school, there are opportunities for children to pay for music lessons through West Sussex music hub. These can be one to one or group lessons.
A choir for year 2 is offered during lunchtime to all children. It is free and run by staff.
The school has a range of tuned and untuned instruments for children to use during music lessons, which are kept in a designated music room, equipped with a piano and instruments for peripatetic music teachers to use.
The junior school has music ensembles run by West Sussex Music Hub on Saturday mornings. These provide further opportunities for children to engage in music tuition sessions.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
Each child has an opportunity to take part in a performance once a year. This begins in Reception, where children participate in a retelling of the nativity through drama and song with Year 1 and Year 2 . 
Children learn bespoke songs and perform. For year 2 children, an end of year show highlights all that has been learnt during their time at St. Joseph’s and looks forward, through music and song to moving to the junior school.
All the above events are inclusive, free and parents are invited and encouraged to attend.
At Christmas, the school learns a Christmas song which is submitted to the DCAT Trust and celebrated across the schools within DCAT.
Pupils will also attend the Local Chichester theatre to see a performance on stage and understand how an orchestra supports a play.








In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	· To further develop music provision at St. Joseph’s, the purchase of more pitched and untuned instrument will enhance the quality of music lessons.
· Additional music clubs, particularly encouraging children from disadvantaged or those with additional needs to join.
· Use the knowledge and skills of the West Sussex music services team to strengthen the music teaching across the school.
· Use the online training for music leads from Kapow music to further support the music leads


Further information (optional)West Sussex Music
For music lessons information and prices that are taught in school from West Sussex Music. Click here
West Sussex Music - Chichester Music Centre base (Saturdays)
St Joseph’s CE Junior School
Orchard Street Chichester PO19 1DQ
Music Centre Manager: John Randall
Tel: 01403 286330
Email: music.centre@westsussexmusic.co.uk





