a message from Mrs METCALFE and Mr Day
Dear Parents/Carers
As we reach the end of a busy and exciting first half of the Autumn Term, | would like
to take a moment to reflect on what a wonderful start the children have made. It has
been truly impressive how quickly they have settled back into school routines,
embraced new learning opportunities and demonstrated our school values every day.
This term has been filled with memorable experiences that have enriched our
curriculum and brought learning to life. We have welcomed a range of visitors into
school, including people who support and help us in our community, alongside
exciting educational visits to the Planetarium, the Novium Museum, the cinema and
Sussex Cricket. Children have also thoroughly enjoyed meeting the History Man,
whose engaging workshops helped make the past come alive. These experiences play
an important role in broadening horizons and creating lasting memories for our
pupils.
Attendance has been a key focus for us this term. We know that regular attendance
is one of the most significant factors in helping children achieve their full potential,
and we are delighted to have seen such positive improvements. It has been
wonderful to celebrate so many children who have achieved 100% attendance, as
well as those whose attendance has improved significantly. Thank you to all our
families for supporting this important aspect of school life.
We are also proud to have expanded our enrichment opportunities, with an exciting
range of new clubs available for children to enjoy. Alongside this, we continue to
develop our music provision and are particularly delighted that Rock Steady will be
starting with us in November, providing even more opportunities for children to
develop their musical talents and confidence.
Thank you for your continued support. Together, we have made a fantastic start to
the academic year, and we look forward to all that the remainder of the term has to
offer.



The children have settled back into nursery life beautifully this term and have thoroughly enjoyed our
People Who Help Us topic. We were delighted to welcome PC Pack, who spoke to the children about her

role in the community, and North, who led an engaging storytelling session that captured

everyone's imagination.

The children have also enjo ring the changing season on our autumn walks around Bishop
Gardens, taki signs of autumn and the natural world around them. These
experience , discussion, and a greater understanding of the world we live in.
This term i e been developing their early literacy skills through our daily
phonics ses i vities. In phonics, the children have enjoyed exploring a range of
sounds, lear gnise initial sounds, and join in with songs, rhymes, and games
that build the
Through Scrib

mark-making c

nd writing in a age appropriate way.

ve been developing their fine motor skills, hand strength, and
lored a variety of movements, patterns, and tools to help prepare
them for formin e children have shown growing confidence in making marks with
purpose, talking
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drawings, and beginning to give meaning to the marks they make.
husiasm and progress the children have shown as they take their first steps
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In Computing, we have been learning about online safety and féEﬁdnsible technology use. The
children have explored what the internet is, how online content can affect our feelings, the
importance of being kind and respectful online, how to keep personal information safe, and

ways to balance screen time with other activities.

3 .\g.:"" :
In Maths, w : ,eﬁ)plng our counting skills by counting forwards and backws
within en learning that one ten is the same as ten ones and using prac

resources to nd explore multiples of ten. Games aawnvestigations.’- have

build confidence with place value. "I ﬁ =

In Science, we have been exploring everyday materials and their prope
enjoyed using feely bags to identify and describe materials, investiga :
and carrying out experlment§to find out which materials are absorb
waterproof

Wren Class

What a wonderful start to Year 1 Wren Class have had! The children
have settled brilliantly and have already packed so much exciting
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learning into their first half term. Forest School has been a real
highlight, giving everyone the chance to explore the outdoors, develop

new skills and enjoy learning beyond the classroom
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forward to even more exciting experiences, including a cinema visit
and a trip to Goodwood Farm.

St Paul Class

St Paul Class has had a fantastic start to ___-
memorable experiences. N

year, with lots of exciting learning and

In science, we learned about the hu eton and discovered how our bones
help us move, protect our organs and._SESES
We explored the city of Chlchest [aphy and uncovered its fascinating
Roman h|story N LY

One of the highlights wa Ging| aiid experiencing the thrill of

We also took part in an’ re we learned new moves
and performed with co
It has been a busy, successful and enjoyable Autumn 1 term. Mr Hamilton and the
staff team would like to thank all parents for their support with homework and
volunteering this term.

St Bartholomew Class

This term, St Bartholomew Cla‘_ incredibly busy with lots of
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enhanced by a walk around the city, where the children identified and
explored a range of human and physical features. We are very proud of all
heir hard work and enthusiasm this term, and we cannot wait to beglp
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St Catherine Class

What a busy and exciting first half term it has been for St Catherine! The children
have embraced their new responsibiiftiesawith enthusiasm, taking on important

leadership roles as School Council i :vs, Ambassadors and members of
other pupil leadership teams acrosSit! p.‘Hlstory, they have thoroughly
enjoyed learning about World War; ’ 3a LVisit from a history expert who

brought the topic to life through a ing evac . ation workshop and a thrilling
air raid experience. The children ' also fascine ted by exploring a range of
wartime artefacts linked to rat‘i"’ NlE, whi arked Iqt\ of curiosity and thoughtful
what dike during the war. In Science, the
children have been exploringsé i) , " ‘theirunderstanding of circuits
through a range of practic: nin s,
been expressing their creativity through graffiti-inspired artwork, experimenting
with one-point perspective and learning how to upscale their designs. We are

nwhile, in Art, they have

incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, curiosity and maturity St Catherine have shown
this half term and look forward to all the exciting learning still to come.

St Richard Class

St Richard Class stepped back in time for an unfo‘ : ettable journey into World

War Il with the brilliant Paul Ulson. From the mofhent he began speaking, the
children were completely engrossed, hanging oiijevery word as he brought
history vividly to life through fascinating stories_gnd artefacts.
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way to deepen their understanding of our history topic. It was a fantastic day
of learning that brought the past to life and left the children inspired to find
out even more about World War IlI.



}ih“m,, MASC R

+ COMPETITION 2026 -

o = oesmu A CHRISTMAS CARD/ "~

:i‘: . DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES
3 Wednesday 11** November 2026

All children are mvited to create a festive Christmas card inspired by one of this year's themes.
Marwy schools choose to offer this as a Half Term activity or undertake in a wider curriculum session across the school

: N | m 2
incent’van "~ Romero Britto ~ y
gtmv Christmas Night Festive Pop Art Christmas Free Choice

Use Van Gogh's swirling brushstrokes Britto's artwork is colourful, bold, joyful Create your own Christmas card
and vibrant colours from The Starry Night and full of patterns, making it perfect design wsing any style, medium
to create a magical Christmas scene, for Christmas cards. or technigue _
|deas: \deas: ;;Ic: .
A Crvistmas tree beneath a swirling v Patterned Christmas baubles divided . ‘z;'.
stary sky info sections s

o A snowy village with 2 bright Christmas star ' Bright reindeer filled with hearts, stripes :
A reindeer sihouette against a Van Gogh- and dots ANY STYLE
style night sky W Festive robins using bold black outlines ANY MATERIALS

o A church and Christmas tree with Christmas trees with colourful BE CRE ATIVE!

swirfing stars overhead geometric patterns

HAVE FUN! §

HOW TO ENTER:

Include your name, year group and school
on the back of your entry

Use any art materials or techniques
Be creative, colourful and festive!
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We cant wait to see your amazing Chnstmas card desugns'

SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO:
u ghunt@dcat.academy ,




Children in Need. Friday 13th November 2026.
The Year of Reading and Challenge 26! This year
our activities will include:

Fund raising:

Come to school ready to read in your pyjamas or wear something
spotty. If you would like your child to participate, please bring in a £1
donation on Friday 13th November!

Pennies for Pudsey! Bring your pennies to school for our copper
collection which we will start on the playground at drop off and
collection times for the week starting on Monday 9th November ready
for a big count on Friday 13th November.
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